lengthened analysis of the first edition of Mr. Liston's c Practical Surgery,' and extracted what appeared to us the most novel and interesting of his observations. The two next editions were allowed to pass almost unnoticed, their rapid succession being a sufficiently decided expression of the spirit in which the work was received by the profession, and amply bearing out the very favorable opinion we originally passed upon it.
The appearance of a fourth edition reminds us that opportunity has been given for the farther development of the work; and, accordingly, after a careful perusal of the new volume, we propose to lay before our readers the chief additions to facts, and modifications of opinion, which we find therein contained. Such changes are looked for with interest, as the result of several years' additional experience to a surgeon who occupies a prominent and distinguished place in the ranks of his profession, and possesses large opportunities of pursuing practically the subject on which he writes.
The object, plan, and general arrangement of the work remain unchanged ; the amount of information contained within its pages has, however, been increased; facts have accumulated, and the illustrations of particular forms of disease and methods of treatment have been enriched 1846.] Liston14'Practical Swgery.
by the addition of Beveral interesting and pertinent cases, and many useful and admirably executed woodcuts.
Of the object the author has in view we need say little, and it would, indeed, be equally idle to insist here on the importance of the manipulative branch of surgery. Mr. Liston has the credit of having perceived and supplied a defect in the surgical literature of the country. Since the publication of Mr. Liston's work the deficiency it supplied has been pretty generally acknowledged, and more than one rival treatise has started into existence, proving, we believe, the increased attention drawn to the subject, and the greater anxiety of the junior members of the profession to fit themselves for the management of cases occurring in country practice, which, in years gone by, were at once and as matter of course transferred to the hands of the London surgeon.
Mr. Liston's volume may be described as a series of essays on the principal injuries and diseases which require manual interference on the part of the surgeon, together with directions as to the modes of proceeding which he has himself found most convenient and successful. As a guide to the advanced student, and as suggesting practical observations of the highest value to the practitioner, it is unsurpassed ; though, as a complete text-book of practical surgery for the younger student, it is capable of improvement. (Preface, p. v.) In the general spirit of these remarks we fully concur.
We are no advocates of the practice, too prevalent in French Manuals, of cramming professedly practical works with detailed descriptions of the particular operation of this surgeon, the modification of that, or the proposal of another, for arriving at the same end. It may be well to put on record, and keep for reference, in dictionaries and encyclopsedias, these numerous and often small modifications in practice, as proposed and carried into operation at various times and in different countries; and though practically many such propositions may have been long superseded by better modes of operation, they still form interesting records of the amount of intellect and attention turned to the subject. Thus Any undue preference of this kind will be gradually corrected as our information on the subject accumulates, and in the meanwhile we believe that the operation of excision has a better chance of being appreciated than if, instead of being received with hesitation, it had at once been over-praised and indiscriminately adopted. It " If the surgeon aim at trying to give relief without opening the sac, as he always ought to do in cases of recent strangulation, he will now pass his narrow blunt-pointed bistoury betwixt it and the fascia, upon a director insinuated under the sharp and tight margin of the crural aperture (the director may often be dispensed with) j then turning the edge forwards slightly towards the mesial line, and raising its handle, he will divide the resisting fibres. He may now try to reduce the contents of the sac by pressure, taking especial care not to push back sac and all?rather a serious accident I have fortunately succeeded in effecting this object in a considerable number of instances within these few years; and it is a proceeding which I most strenuously advise the adoption of when nothing contraindicates it. The attempt can do no harm, it causes little or no delay; and if it is not successful, the sac, after all, is opened, and the operation completed.
If it does prove successful, the surgeon's mind is relieved of an uncommon load of anxiety." (p. 557 ) In conclusion, it is scarcely necessary to repeat our earnest recommendation of Mr. Liston's work. Having on a former occasion expressed ourselves strongly on the subject, we can only add, that the present edition is, as it should be, even more worthy of our praise than its predecessors. The already practised surgeon will know how to value it; but the student and young practitioner stands more in need of a little warning to prevent him from forming a false estimate, not indeed of such works, but of his power to profit by them. The simple perusal of works of thishigh order, unless the student of surgery is careful, at the same time, to test his dexterity and correct his ideas by frequent and repeated trial on the dead body, will assuredly only prepare disappointment for himself and others. We are led to make this remark from having observed a tone which, more or less, pervades the whole of Mr. Liston's work, namely, that of rather under-estimating the difficulties of the measures he recommends.
In 
